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© THESE Accounts I received from a 
Native of Iſland, who comes Yearly 
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and Fenns; nor only the clearing of Woods 
| : . and 
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3 Lerrzxs beben 

and making of Paſſages, but all kind of pio- 
ning and flaviſh Labour might be underſtood in 
this Speech of Galgacus which with Stripes and 
Indignities was impos'd upon the Britains in 
Works about Woods, Boggs and Fenns; and ſo 
comprehend the laborious Aggers, Banks and 

Works of Securement againſt Floods: and In- 
undations, wherein they were employ'd by the 
Romans, a careful and provident People, omit- 
ting no way to ſecure or improve their Domi- 
nions and Lands, loſt by careleſs Ignorance 
in the Diſadvantages of Sea and Waters, and 
which they were firſt to effect, before they 
could well eftabliſh their Caufies over the 
Marſhes ——- OT ns 
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Ay fo the Tranflation in two Words may 
be tolerably made by one. By clearing the 
| Woods 120 Fenns, that is, the Woods: by ma- 
king them paſſable, by rendring them open 
and leſs fit for Retreat or Concealment of th 
Britains; and by clearing the Fenns either for | | 


_ Paſſage or Improvement, and fo comprehend- | | 
ing cawſing, paving, draining, trenching, fen- I 
> and embanking againft Thieves or Sea- 


NORWICH: I remain, SIR, 
Nov, 10. 1658; | 1 


Tho. Browne. 
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Mr. DuopATE and Dr. BRowxk. 9 
For my much Honoured Friend, 


= Honoured Sir, 


Ouxs of the 10th inſtant came ſafe to m 

: hands, with that learned Diſcourſe in- 
3 cloſed, concerning the Word emunire, wherein 
= | I perceive your Senſe is the ſame with my good 

| Friends Mr. Biſhe and Mr. Junius, (with both 
: whom I have alſo conſulted about it.) I have 
s herewithall ſent you one of the Bones of that 


Fiſh, which was taken up by Sir Robert Cotton, 
in digging a Pond at the Skirt of Conmgtor 
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Doren, deliring your Opinion thereof, and of 1 
what Magnitude you think it was. 1 
; Mx. eAſhmole preſents his beſt Service and 4 
Thanks to you, for your kind Intention to ſend [ 
him a Liſt of thoſe Books you have, which may 4 
be for his Uſe, 8 if 
x THAT which you were told of my writing 4 
any thing of Norfo/k was a meer Ss for 1 1 
never had any ſuch thing in my Thoughts, nor 1 
can I expect a Life to accompliſh it, if T ſhould ; it 


or any Encouragement conſiderable to the _ 2 

Charge and Pains of ſuch an Undertaking. 
This I mean as to the County, and not my 
Fenn Hiſtory, which will extend thereinto. 


And as for Mr. Biſhe, who is a great Admirer 20 
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o irrsten 
and Honourer of you, and deſires me to preſent 


his hearty Service and Thanks to you for that 


mention you have made of him in your learned 


Diſcourſe of Urnes: He ſays he hath no ſuch 
Purpoſe at all, nor ever had ; but that his 


 Brother-in-law Mr. Godard (the Recorder of 


Lyane) intends ſomething of that Town, but 


Whether or when to make it publick he knows 


AxDp now, Sir, that you have been pleagd 


to give me leave to be thus bold with you in 


interrupting your better Studies, I ſhall crave 


leave to make a Requeſt or two more to you. 


Firſt that you will let me know where in Le- 
land you find that Expreſſion concerning ſuch 
Burial of the Saxons, as you mention in your for- 
mer Diſcourſe * concerning thoſe raiſed Heaps 
of Earth, which you lately ſent me; for all that 


IJhave ſcen extant of his in Manuſcript, is thoſe | 
Volumes of his Collectanea and Itineraries, now 
in the Bodleian Library at Oxfurd, of which I 
have exact Copies in the Country. © 


Tux next is, to intreat you to ſpeak with 

one Mr. Haward (Heir and Executor to Mr. 
_ Haward lately deceaſed, who was an Execu- 
tor to Mr. Selden, who now lives in Norwich, 


TIT 
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Which Diſcourſe is printed in the Miſcellany Tracts 


publiſh'd by Dr. Teniſon, Ann. 1634. bur miſtakenly ſuper- 
ſcribd to E. D. inſtead of V. D. for Milliam Dugaalc, 
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cod fron 'm. © 


as I am told, and was a Sheriff of that City WM 
the laſt Year; and to deſire a Letter from him 
to Sir John Trevor ſpeedily to join with Juſtice _ * 
Hales and the reſt of Mr. Seldeu's Executorss 
in opening the Library in White-friars, for te 
ſight of a Manuſcript of Landaffe, which may 
be uſeful to me in thoſe Additions I intend to - | 
| the ſecond Volume of the Moza/ticon, now in 
the Preſs : For Sir John Trevor tells me, tat ä 
he cannot without expreſs Order from him, do 
it; the reſt of the Executors of Mr. Selden be- 
| ing very defirous to pleaſure me therein. If 
you can get ſuch a Letter from him for Sir Jo 
- Trevor, T pray you incloſe it to me, and I will 
deliver it; for there are 3 Keys beſides. 


® 


— 


Ap laſtly, if at your leiſure, through your 

- | vaſt Reading, you can point me out what Au- 
thors do ſpeak of thoſe Improvements which 

t i have been made by banking and draining in 

e ah, France, or any part of the Netherlands, 

vou will do me a very high Favour. From 

1 Strabo and Herodotus I have what they fay of 

| Egypt, and ſo like wiſe what is ſaid by Natali 
Comes of eAcarnania : but take your own tine 
for it, if at all you can attend it, whereby you 
will more oblige OE 3.7 2 Je 


London, 7 Your moſt humble Servant. A 
een, au Reste _ 
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To Mr. DuGDALE), Be. $f, 


Honoured Sir, 
8 T AM ſorry I have had Diverſions of ſuch 


neceſſity, as to hinder my more ſudden Sa. 
lute ſince I received your laſt. I thank you 


for the ſight of the Sperma Ceti, and ſuch kind 


of Effects from Lightning and Thunder I have 


known, and about 4 Years ago about this 
Town, when I with many others ſaw Fire- 
balls fly and go off when they met with Re- 
ſiſtance, and one carried away the Tiles and 
Boards of a leucomb Window of my own 
Houſe, being higher than the Neighbour Hou- 
Jes, and breaking againſt it with a Report like 
a good Cannon. I ſet downthat Occurrence in 
this City and Country, and have it ſomewhere 
amongſt 


little of the Sperma Ceti of our Whale, as alſo 
the Oil and Balſam which I made with the Oil 


and Sperma Ceti, Our Whale was worth 5007. 
my Apothecary got about fifty Pounds in onę 


Sale of a quantity of Sperm. 


IT madeenumeration of the Excretions of the 
Oak, which might be obſerved in England, be- 
caule I conceived they would be moſt obſer- 

yvable if you ſet them down together, 5 
8 i mmind- 


_ ; Fas F „„ 8 N 7 - . rc 8 LET LE] [9 » * * R r 1 
„ 9 rr bo Nt EB Ts ES. I NG ö ö = . q n. eds og ae ob its of, 1 J ˙¹·ww «w K 
Fs E A : * 9 9 N . 5 1 . 4 : 7 , 4 x * K e . Be 8 1 fr) F "Y oO ae, 8 5 
: p 0 1 ö = TA - mY * £ . 1 ** * RIF o 
f bs | KO 1 B 
- 5 . 4 s * - * 2 . Fi * : * * L 8 8 
i RE 4 3 8 3 : 
_ ; „3 TS | „ | 
: ? > = ; * 5K N * 1-4 an . 5 5 
A < d : F WS ag | ; We: 5% 5 FE; 
/ . - * F 


my. Papers, and Fragments of a Wo- 
man's Hat that was {tuver'd into Pieces of the 
bigneſs of a Groat, I have ſtill by me too, a 


Is = e 4 4 AD mt A 


3 8 +* A 1 * 


minding whether there were any Addition by . 
Excrementum fungoſum vermiculis ſcatens, I only 
meant an uſual Excretion, ſoft and fungous at 
firſt, and pale, and ſometimes cover'd in part 
with a freſh red, growing cloſe unto the Sprout; 
it is full of Maggots in little wooden Cells, 
which afterwards turn into little reddiſn brown 
or bay Flies. Of the Tubera indica vermiculieĩ 
ſcatentia T ſend you a Piece, they are as big MW 
as good Tennis- balls and ligneous. 


Tus little elegant Fucus may come in as a 
Difference of the abies, being ſomewhat like 
it, as alſo unto the 4 corallium in Gerhard, of 
the Sprouts, whereof I could never find any 
Sprouts Wings or Leaves as in the: abies, whe- 

ther fallen off IL know not, though I callꝰd it Ich. 
| thyorndius or Piſciculi ſpinam referens, yet pray 
| do you call it how you pleaſe. I ſend you now 
the Figure of a . e mar. or alga, which T 
found by the Sea Shore, differ ing from the com- 
mon as being denticulated, and in one Place 
there ſeems to be the Beginning of ſome Flow- 
er-pod or Seed-Veſlel. rg RE N 
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| | 
A Draught of the Morinellus marinus, or Sea. 
Dotterel, I now ſend you; the Bill ſhould not © 
have been ſo black, and the Leggs more red, 
and a greater Eye of dark red in the Feathers or 
Wing and Back: It is leſs and differently co- = 
lourd from the common Dotterell, which = 
cometh to us about March and September : 
x: || Theſe Sea-Dotterels are often ſhot near the Sea. 
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A Tare-whelp or Barker, a Marſh Bird, the 


Bill two Inches long, the Legs about that 


Length, the Bird of a brown or rufſet Colour. 


Tr ar which is known by the Name of a 


Bee. Bird is a little dark grey Bird; I hope to 


get one for you. 


Tear which I calbd Betule carptor, and 
ſhould rather have calldit e¶lni carptor, where. 


of I fent a rude Draught; it feeds upon Alder- - 


buds, Nucaments or Seeds, which grow plen- 
tifully here; they fly in little Flocks. 
Tur calPd by ſome a Whin-bird is a kind 
of Ox-Eye, but the ſhining yellow Spot on the 
Back of the Head, is ſcarce to be well imitated 
by a Pencil. 15 


I confeſs for fuch little Birds I am much unſa. 


tisfy'd on the Names given to many by Coun- 


try: men, and uncertain what to give them my 
ſelf, or to what Claſſis of Authors clearly to re- 


duce them. Surely there are many found a- 
mong us which are not deſcribed; and there- 
fore fuch which you cannot well reduce may (if 
at all) be ſet down after the exacter Nomina- 
tion of ſmall Birds as yet of uncertain Claſs or 
Knowledge. 1 


I preſent you witha Draughit of aWater-fowl, 
not common, and none of our Fow lers can name 
FP WIe _ 
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M.. DvueDALE and Dr. BROWNE. 1 5 : 
it, the Bill could not be exactly expreſſed by a 1 
Coal or black Chalk, whereby the little Inur- 1 
ity at the upper End of the upper Bill, and _ 
ſmall Recurvity of the lower is not diſcerned; 

the Wings are very ſhort, and it is fine-footed ; 

che Bill is ſtrong and ſharp, if you name it not 

I am uncertain what to call it, pray conſider 

this eAnatula or Mergulus melanoleucus roſtro 


J ſend you alſo the Heads of Maſtela, or Me-. 
gus muſtelaris mas & fæmina, called a Weſel, 1 
from ſome Reſemblance in the Head, efpecally K 
of the Female, which is brown or ruſſet, not 1 
black and white, like the Male, and from their "i 
, | preying Quality upon ſmall Fiſh. I have found 
| ſmall Eels, ſmall Perches, and ſmall Muſcles in 

their Stomachs. Have you a Sea-Pheaſant ſo 
commonly called from the Reſemblance of an 

- Hen-Pheaſant in the Head and Eyes, and ſpot i 
ted Marks on the Wings and Back, and with a 
mall bluiſh flat Bill, Tail longer than other 
Ducks, long Wings, croſſing over the Tail like 


0 


thoſe of a long winged Hawk. 


Have you taken Notice of a Breed of Pore? © 
ſolidi pedes ? I firſt obſerved them above twenty = 
Years ago, and they are ſtill among us. 


2%:6.- 8 > Ty Y | = 


— 


Oux Nerites or Neritæ are little ones. 
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I queried whether you had Dentalia, be- 
_ cauſe probably you might have met with them 
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in England; I never found any on our Shore, 


but one brought me a few ſmall ones, with 
ſmooth ſmall Shells, from the Shore. I ſhall 
enquire farther after them. | 


__ Urtica marina minor Johnſt. Tab. xviij. I have 
found more than once by the Sea-ſide. 


Tak Hobby and the Merliz would not be o. 


mitted among Haus; the firſt coming to us 


in the Spring the other about Autumn. Be. 
ſide the Oſpray we have a larger Kind of Eagle 
calldan Eruh: T have had many of them. 


Wonkrkx dear Sir, if I can do any thing 
farther which may be ſerviceable unto you, 


you ſhall ever readily command my Endea- 
vours; who am, 


STR, 


© Your humble and very reſpectful Servant, 


| Febr. 6. | 5 
NORWICH. | Tho. Browne, 
8 error —————ç—f 3 PR. 
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For my much Honoured Friend, 


Dr. Browne, &c. 


Honoured Sir, N i 
DEING now (through God's Goodneſs = 
ſo well recover'd from my late Sickneſs, - 
as that I do look upon my Books and Papers _* 
again, though I have not as yet adventurd a. 
broad, in reſpeCt of the cold. I do again ſalute nl 
you, giving you great Thanks for your conti- 
nued Mindfulneſs of me, as appears by that 
excellent Note which I yeſterday received: 
from you, touching the Draining made of 
late years by the Duke of Holſtein, it being 
ſo pertinent to my Buſineſs My Thanks 
for what you ſent me from your learned 
Obſervations touching the banking and drain- 
ing in other foreign Parts. I deſired my 
good Friend Mr. eAſhmole to preſent to Jour 
when I was not able to write my ſelf; Which 
I preſume he did do. FORT e 
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AND being thus embolden'd by theſe yoũ¹ ee  *F 
Favours, I ſhall here acquaint you with my 8 
Conceit touching this apa om Tract in form 
- | ofa Sinus or Bay, which we call the great Le- 

vel of the Fenns, extending from Lyzxe, beyond 
Waynflete in Lincoin-ſhire, in length; and in 
breadth, into ſome Parts of the Counties of 1 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Northampton, Hu. 
„„ . tington, f 
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ns from: 
tington and Lincoln, intreating your Opinion 
therein. That it was at firſt firm Land, the 
Sea having no recourſe into it, Fam induced to 
believe, When] conſider the multitude of Trees, 
viz. Firr, Oak, and of other kinds, that are 
found in thoſe Drains and Diggings which have 
of late Years been made there ; nay, ſome with 
their Roots ſtanding in the Ground below the 
Moor, having been cut off about two Foot a- 
bove the Ground, as I gueſs; Which I my ſelf 
ſa w at Thorrey, they having been digg'd up in 
that Fenn. And Mr. Godard (the Recorder of 
Lynne) aſſures me, that lately in Marſhland, 
about a Mile of Magdalen Bridge, at 17 Foot 
deep, (upon occaſion of letting down of a Sluice) 
were found below the Silt (for of that Nature 
is all Marſhland and Holland) in the very firm 
Earth, Furr-buſhes as they grew, not rotted; 
and Nut- trees with Nuts not periftd ; neither 
of which, kind of Buſhes or Trees are now 
growing upon that filty Soil of Marſhland, 
though it be fruitful and rich for other Vegeta- 
bles. The like Firr-trees and other Timber is 
found in great abundance in Hatfeld Level, in 
the Iſle of „vhm , where TI am aſſur'd from 
ecular Teſtimony, that they find the Roots of 
many Firr-trees as they ſtand in the Soil where 
they grew, below the Moor, with the Bodies 
of the Trees lying by them, not cut off with 
any Axe or ſuch like thing, but burnt, the 
Coal appearing. upon the Ends where they 
were ſo burnt aſunder: Therefore when, or 
on what Occaſion it was that the Sea flowed 
13 2 | | OCVer 
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M.. Downh the to Dy. n 1 * 


over all this, as appears by that Silt at the skirt 


of Conington Down, wherein the Bones of that 


Fiſh were found whereof you have one, is a 


thing that IKO. "Ow to 15. wut Mas | 


Eons Opinion thereof. 


1 ſhall now tell you 8 I 45 „ ther 
it © became a Fenn, by the Stagnation of the freſh 
Waters; which is thus, viz. That: the Sea ha- 


ving it's Paſſage upon theEbbs and Flows there- 


of, along by the Coaſt of Norfulk to the Coaſt 
of Lintols-thire, did in time; by reaſon of its 


Muddinefs, leave a'Shelf or Silt, bet wixt thoſe 


wo Points 'of Land, vis. Riſing in Norfolk, and 


the Country about'S pilcby i in Liacolu- ſhire, which 


Shelf increaſing in height and length fo much, 
as that the ordinary Tides did not over. flo it, 


Vas by that Check of thoſe Fluxes, in time, 
ſo much augmented -1 in breadth, that the Ro- 
mars finding it conſiderable for the fertility of 
the Soil (being a People of great Ingenuity and 


Induſtry) made the firſt Sea-Banks for its Pre- 
ſervation from the Spring tides, which might 


otherwiſe over-flow it. And now, Sir, by this 


ſettling of the Silt, the Soil of Marſhlaud: and 


Holland had their firſt Beginning; by the like 


Exceſs of Silt brought into the Mouths of theſe 


Rivers which had their Out-falls at Lyne, 
Wisbiche and Boon, where the freſh Waters 
ſo ſtop'd, as that the ordinary Land floods be- 


ing not of Force enough to grind it out (as the 


Term is) all the Level behind became over- 


flowed; and as an -ordinary Pond gathereth 
CN Mud, 
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Mud, fo did this do more, which in time hath 
increaſed to ſucha thickneſs, that ſince the Podike 
was made to keep up the freſh Water from 
drowning of Marſhland on the other ſide, and 
the Bank called South Eea Bank, for the preſer. 
vation of Holland from the like Inundation, the 


Level of the Fenn is become 4 Foot higher than 


the Level of Marſhland, as Mr. Vermuden aſ. 
ſures me, upon View and Obſervation thereof. 
And this, under correction of your better Judg- 
ment, whereunto I ſhall much ſubmit, do J 
take to be the original Occaſion of Marſhland 


and Holland, and likewiſe of the Fenns. 


But that which puzzles me moſt is the Sea 


coming up to Conington Down ; as I have ſaid 
therefore, perhaps by your great Reading and 
Philoſophical Learning you may ſhew me ſome 


probable Occaſion thereof. That the Sea hath 


upon thoſe Coaſts of England, towards the 


North-weſt much altered its courſe as to the 


Height of its Fluxes and Refluxes, is moſt ap- 


parent from thoſe vaſt Banks near Wisbiche, 


which you ſhall obſerve to be about 10 Foot in 
Height from the now level Earth, which Level 
is now no leſs in full height than 10 Foot, as I 
am aſſured, from the ordinary Level of the Sea, 
as it riſes at the preſent, - | 


I ſhall be able to fhew about what time it 


Was that the Paſſage of Wisbiche was ſo ſilted 


up, 38 that the Qutfall of the great River 0 uſe, f 


Which was there, became altered, and was di. 


yerted 


Mr. DuepaLsE to Dr. BRowns. 11 

yerted to Lynne, where before that time the Ri- 
ver was not ſo large; it being in K. HENRY II's 
time, as my Teſtimonies from Records do ma- 

nifeſt. And I find in K, Epwaxp III's time, 
that upon the River Humber the Tides flowed 4 
Foot higher than before they did, as the Com- 
miſſion for raiſing the Banks upon the Sides of 


that Stream, as alſo of the great Cauſey be- 
twixt Aulaby and Hull, doth teſtify. ey be- 


* MH 


Having now ſufficiently wearied you, Fam 2B 

| ſure, for which J heartily deſire your Pardon, = 
I ſhall leave you to your own time for conſide- | 
ring of theſe things, and vouchſafing your Opi- = 
nion therein, reſting . _ 
London, 24 Your moſt humble Servant. = 
and Honourer, . 

William Dugdale, | 
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OURS of the 17th. Inſtant © came 488 
Hands about 4 Days ſince, with thoſe 
iacloſed. judicious and learned Obſervations ; 
for which Treturn you My hearty Thanks. 


5 om I wrote to vo for your. Opinio 
touching the various Courſe of the Sea, 1 met 
with ſome notable Inſtances of that kind in a 
late Author, vis, Olivarius Uredins, in his 
Hiſtory of ' Flanders ; which he mani to 
be occaſion d from Farthquakes. MW 


1 5 a great Deſire that you ſhould 95 my 


Copy, before I put it to the Preſs. It is now 


in the Hands of the late Chief Juſtice St. John, 


I reſolve (God willing) to be again in London 
for I am now going into Warwick-ſhire ; and 
then if you be not here, I wil endeavour to 
contrive ſome ſafe Way for conveying my Pa- 
pers to you: reſting 


a Kr 29 Your moſt obliged Servant, 
"Nov. 1659. and Honourer, 
N. liam Dugdals. 
4 2 5 F : 4g 5 : 2 & # 


who deſired the Peruſal of it. In Eafter-T erm 
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1 Dr. Browne, 


or have been, without amuſing our ſelves how 
they might have been. otherwife, or what Va- 
rations, Conſequences and Bie might 
have otherwiſe aroſe. upon a different Face of 
things, if they had otherwiſe fallen our in the 
State or Actions of the World. 

Ir SCANDERBERG had joined his Fetees with 
HuxxlApks, as might have been expected be- 


fore the Battel in the Plains of C an, in good 


probability they might have ruin'd Maron whe 
if not the Turkiſh Empire. 


Te ALEXANDER had carla” weſtward; 
and warr'd with the Romans, whether he had 
been able to ſubdue that little but valiant Peg- 
ple, is an uncertainty: We are ſure heovercame 
Perſia; Hiſtories atteſt, and Prophecies foretel 


the. ſame. It was e that the Perfians | 
| thould be conquer'd by ALEXANDER, and his 


Succeſſors by the Romans, in whom Providence 
had determin'd to ſettle the fourth Monarchy, 


which neither PYRRHUs nor HANNIEAI. muſk | | 


prevent; tho* Hanxivar came ſo near it, that 


he ſend to miſs it by fatal Infatuation: which 


if FE had effected, there had been ſuch a tra- 
verſe 
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24 Upon Reading HupiBRrass. 
verſe and confuſion of Affairs, as no Oracle 
could have predicted. But the Romans muſt 
reign, and the Courſe of Things was then mo. 

ving towards the Advent of CHRIST, and blef. 
Ted Diſcovery of the Goſpel : Our Saviour muſt 

ſuffer at Jeruſalem, and be ſentenc'd by a Ro- 
man judge; St. Paur, a Roman Citizen, muſt 
reach in the Roman Provinces, and St. PETER 

Biſhop of Rome, and not of Carthage. 


Upon Reading HuDIBRAs. © 
HE way of Burleſque Pokus is very 
Ancient, for there was a ludicrous mock 
way of transferring Verſes of Famous Poets in- 
to a Jocoſe Senſe and Argument, and they were 
calPd 94% or Parodiz ; divers Examples of 
which are to be found in ATHEN#us. 
The firft Inventer hereof was HIPPONACTEs, 
but HEGEMON SoOPATER and many more pur- 
ſu'd the ſame Vein; ſo that the Parodies of 
Ovip's Buſfoon Metamorphoſes Burleſques, Le 
Eneiade Travaſtito, are no new Inventions, but 
old Fancies reviv'd. : 11 wh 
An Excellent Parodie there is of both the 
SCALIGERS upon an Epigram of CATUuLLus, 
which STE?HENs hath ſet down in his Diſcourſe 
f Parodies : a remarkable one among the Greeks 
is that of MaTxox, in the Words and Epithites 
of HoER deſcribing the Feaſt of XExXocLEs 
the eAthenian Rhetorician, to be found in the 
fourth Book of eAthenaus, pag. 134. Edit. 
 Caſaub. - ef be 4 
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4 FRIEND 


5 1 Upon Occaſion of the 


4 1 
i Death of his Intimate | 
e * R I E N D. 


ut 

11 v E me leave to wonder that N evys er 
this Nature ſhould have fuch heavy 
Wings that you ſhould hear ſo little concern- 
ie ing your deareſt Friend, and that I muſt make 
it. that unwilling Repetition to tell you, /d por= 
tam rigides calces extendit, that he is Dead and 
A d : Buried, 


uu rr : 
Buried, and by this time no Puny among the 
mighty Nations of the Dead; for tho? he left 
this World not very many Days paſt, yet every 
Hour you know largely addeth unto that dark 
Society; and conſidering the inceſſant Morta- 
lity of Mankind, you cannot conceive there di- 
eth in the whole Earth ſo few as 2 thouſand 
an Hour. 1 


AIT Ho' at this diſtance you had no early 
Account or Particular of his Death; yet your 
Affection may ceaſe to wonder that you had 
not ſome ſeeret Senſe or Intimation thereof by 
Dreams, thoughtful Whiſperings, Mercuriſms, 

Airy Nuncio's, or fympathetical Inſinuations, 
_ which many ſcem to have had at the Death of 
their deareſt Friends : for fincewwe find in that 
famous Story, that Spirits themfelves were fain 
to tell their Fellows at a diſtance, that the great 
eAntonio was dead; we have a a ſufficient Ex- 
cuſe for our Ignorance in ſuch Particulars, and 
muſt reſt content With the common Road, and 
eAppian way of Knowledge by Information. 
Tho? the uncertamty of the End of, this World 
hath confounded all Human Predictions ; yet 
they who ſhall live to ſee the Sun and Moon 
darkned, and the Stars to fall from Heaven, 
Will hardly be deceiv'ꝗ in the Advent of the 
laſt Day; and therefore ſtrange it is, that the 
common Fallacy af conſtmptrve Perſons, WHO 
feel not themfetves dying, and therefore till 
hope ta live, ſhould aſſo reach their Priends in 
perfect Health and Judgment. 3 
15 5 | | Ou 


ſick Complexion, or that almoſt an Hip pocrati- 
ral Face ſhould not alarum you to higher fears, 
or rather deſpair of his e in ſuch 


an emaciated State, wherein medical Predicti- 


ons fail not, as ſometimes in acute e 
and wherein tis as dangerous to bg SIM 
No a A cian as a Judas. a 


an my firſt Vide I Was N to tell them 5 
who had not let fall all Hopes of his REPOrep | 
that in my ſad Opinion wo was not like to 


hold a Graſhopper, much leſs to pluck another 
Fig; and in no long time after, ſeem'd to dif- 
cover that odd mortal Symptom in him not 


mention'd by Hippocrates, tliat is, to loſe his 
own Face, and look like {ome of his near Rela- 
tions; for he maintain'd not his proper Coun- 


tenanee, but look'd like his Uncle, the Lines of 


whoſe Face lay deep and inviſible in his health- 


ful Viſage before: For as from our beginning 


we run through Variety of Looks, before we 


come to conſiſtent and ſetled Faces; ſo before 
our End, by ſick and languiſhing alterations, 
we put on new Viſages: and in our Retreat to 


Earth, may fall upon ſuch Looks which from 


Community of ſeminal Originak Were Daves 


Jatgnt 1 in us. 25,454 147515 125 200 han 


H was fruitleſly 3 in hope of a 


by change of Air, and imbibing the pure om 
Nitre of theſe Parts; and therefore N 


far ON he quickly found Sardinia in 
A Cc 2 1 


N x 27 8 
ſhould; be ſo little acquainted with Plautuy's 
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[| lix, and the moſt healthful Air of little effect, 
Ti where Death had ſet her broad Arrow; for he 
Li lived not unto the middle of May, and confir- 

g | : med the Obſervation of + Hippocrates of that 
mortal time of the Year when the Leaves of the 

N | Fig - tree reſemble a Daw's Claw. He is hap- 


pily ſeated who lives in Places whoſe Air, 
Earth and Water, promote not the Infirmities 
of his weaker Parts, or 1s early removed into 
Regions that correct them. He that is tabid- 
Iy inclin'd, were unwiſe to paſs his Days in 
Portugal : Cholical Perſons will find little Com- 
fort in eAufiria or Vienna: He that is weak- 
legg'd muſt not be in Love with Rome, nor an 
infirm Head with Venice or Paris. Death hath 
not only particular Stars in Heaven, but male- 
volent Places on Earth, which ſingle out our 
Infirmities, and ſtrike at our weaker Parts; in 
which Concern, paſſager and migrant Birds 
have the great Advantages; who are naturally 
cConſtituted for diſtant Habitations, whom no 
Seas nor Places limit, but in their appointed 
Seaſons will viſit us from Greeulaud and Mount 
Atlas, and as ſome think, even from the Au. 
3 1 
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Tao we could not have his Life, yet we 
miſſed not our deſires in his ſoft Departure, 
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* Cum mors venerit, in medio Tibure Sardinia eſt. 


I In the King's Foreſts they ſet the Figure of a broad Ar- : 
ow. upon T rees that are to be Fut down. Hippoc. Epidem. 


* Beilonius de Avuibul. 1 h 
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may be contain'd in that 3 Expreſſion, tha 
he went about Galilee healing all manner of 


- na „ X N 2 = 4 - 1 K 
> 6; FD n e abb YEE. ö 1 
a rn . ö * ỹE .. ̃ ͤ̃ . ̃ͤ ͤ ... ]˙ qrrt N 
— 3 e * 9 N * * e VE * 
% * D > : * £ "© E * » 
* N 2 0 


5 „ 
vhich was ſcarce an Expiration ; and his Ed 
not unlike his Beginning, when the falient 
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Point ſcarce affords a ſenſible Motion, and his 
Departure ſo like unto Sheep, that he ſcarce 
needed the civil Ceremony of cloſing his Eyes ; 


_ contrary unto the common way wherein Deat 


draws up, Sheep let fall their Eye-lids. With - 

what Strife and Pains we came into the World, 
we know not; but tis commonly no eaſie mat. 
ter to get out of it; yet if it could be made out, 
that ſuch who have eaſſe Nativities have come 
monly hard Deaths, and contrarily ; his Depar- 
ture was fo eaſie, that we might juftly ſuſpect 
his Birth was of another nature, and that ſome 


Juno fat croſs-legg'd at his Nativity, _ 


BesIDes his ſoft Death, the incurable ſtate 


of his Diſeaſe might ſomewhat extenuate your 
Sorrow, who know that * Monſters but ſeldom 
happen, Miracles more rarely, in Phyſick, 


+ eAngelus Viftorius gives a. ſerious Account of 
a Conſumptive, Hectical, Pthyſical Woman, 
who was ſuddenly cured by the Interceſſion of 
Ignatius. We read not of any in Scripture who 
in thjs caſe applied unto our Saviour, tho? ſome 


„ 


Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſea ſes. Amulets, 


1 
„ 


„„ e 3 | 8 . | 3 e | es 5 . * 5 
* Maonitra contingunt in Medicina Hippoc. 


l Strange. and rare Eſcapes there happen ſomerimes zs 
Fhylick, gelt Fictorsi Eonſulgationey. Mat . 


th. iv. 25. 


Spells, 


* v Pa s 
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2 Ils, Sigils and Incantations, practiſed in o- 
Rer Diſeaſes, are ſeldom pretended in this; 
and we find no Sigil in the Archidoxis of Pa- 
racelſus to cure an extreme Conſumption or 
Maraſmus, which if other Diſeaſes fail, will 

ut a period unto long Livers, and at laſt 
2 — uſt of all. And therefore the Stoicks 
could not but think that the fiery Principle would 


Pear out all the reſt, and at laſt make an end 


of the World, which notwithſtanding Without 
ſuch a lingring period the Creator may effect at 
his Pleaſure : and to makeanend of all thing 
on Earth, and our Planetical Syſtem of 4 
World, he need but put out the Sun, 


any Concern of his Death, yet could not but 
take notice that he died when the Moon was in 
motion from the Meridian ; at which time, an 
old Italian long ago would perſwade me that 
the greateſt Part of Men died: but herein! 
confels I could never fatisfie my Curioſity ; al- 
tho? from the time of Tides in Places upon or near 
he Sea, there may be conſiderable Deductions; 
and Pliny * hath an odd and remarkable Paſſage 
concerning the Death of Men and Animals up- 
on the Receſs or Ebb of the Sea. However, 
certain it is he dicd in the dead and deep part 
of the Night, when Nox might be moſt ap 


I was not ſo curious to entitle the Stars unto 
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HAriſtoteles nullum animal niſi aſtu recedente expirare affir- 


mat : obſervatum id multum in Gallico Oceano & duntagat ix 
Homine compertum, lib. 2. cap. 10x. : 


prehenſibly 
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the Mother of Sleep and Death; according to 
old Genealogy; and ſo vent out of this World 
about that hour when our bleſſed Saviour en- 
tred it, and about what time many conceive he 
will return again unto it. Cardan hath a pe- 
culiar and no hard Obſervation from a Man's 


Hand to know whether he was born in the 


Day or Night, which I confeſs holdeth in my 
own. And Scaliger to that purpoſe hath ano- 
ther from the tip of the Ear: Moft Men are 
begotten in the Night, Animals in the Day; 


but whether more Perſons have been born in the 


Night or the Day, were a Curioſity undecida- 
ble, tho? more have periſhed by violent Deaths 
in the Day; yet in natural Diſſolutions both 
Times may hold an Indifferency, at leaſt but 
contingent 3 The whole Courſe of 
Time runs out in the Nativity and Death of 


Things; which whether they happen by Suc- 


ceſſion or Coincidence, are beſt computed by 
the natural not artificial Day, 7 


Fur Charles the Vth was crown'd upon 
the Day of his Nativity, it being in his own 
Power ſo to order it, makes no ſingular Ani- 
madverſion; but that he ſhould alſo take King 


Francis Priſoner upon that Day, Was an 
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Auris pars pendula Lobus dicitur, non omnibus ea pars eft 
ms ; "non enim is qui nuttu nat; funr, fea qui inter din, 
maxima ex parte. Com. in Ariſtot. ds Animal. lib. 1, 
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e 
pected Coincidence, which made the fame re- 
markable. eAztipater who had an Anniverſary 


made a Revolution unto the Points from whence 
they firſt ſet out, ſome of the Ancients thought 
A the World would have an end; which was a 
kind of dying upon the Day of its Nativity, 
. Now the Diſeaſe prevailing and ſwiftly advan- 
cing about the time of his Nativity, ſome were 
of Opinion that he would leave the World on 
the Day he entred into it : but this being a lin- 
gring Diſeaſe, and creeping ſoftly on, nothing 


before fifteen Days after. Nothing is more 
common with Infants than to die on the Day of 


and but the Fractions thereof; and even to pe- 
riiſh before their Nativity in the hidden World 
of the Womb, and before their good Angel is 
conceived to undertake them. But in Perſons 
who out-live many Years, and when there are 
no leſs than three hundred ſixty five days to de- 
termine their Lives in every Lear; that the firſt 
day ſhould make the laſt, that the Tail of the 
Snake ſhould return into its Mouth preciſely at 
that time, and they ſhould wind up upon the 
Day of their Nativity *, is indeed a remarkable 
Coincidence, which, tho' Aſtrology hath taken 
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j wr. Feaſt every Year upon his Birth-day, needed no 
EE Aſtrological Revolution to know what Day he 
ſhould dye on. When the fixed Stars have 
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critical was found or expected, and he died not 


their Nativity, to behold the worldly Hours, 


witty Pains to falve, yet hath it been very wa- 
ry in making Predictions of it. 


In this conſumptive Condition and remarka- 
ble Extenuation he came to be almoſt half him- 
ſelf, and left a great Part behind him which he 
carried not to the Grave. And tho? that Story 
of Duke John Erneſtus Mansfield * be not ſo ea- 
ſily ſwallow'd, that at his Death his Heart was 
found not to be ſo big as a Nut; yet if the 
Bones of a good Skeleton weigh little more than 
twenty Pounds, his Inwards and Fleſh remain- 
ing could make no Bouffage, but a light Bit 
for the Grave. I never more lively beheld the 
ſtarved Characters of Dante + in any living 
Face; an eAruſpex might have read a Lecture 
upon him- without Exenteration, his Fleſh be- 
ing ſo conſumed, that he might, in a manner, 
have diſcerned his Bowels without opening of 
him: ſo that to be carried ſext4 cervice, to the 

Grave, was but a civil Unneceſſity; and the 
Complements of the Coffin might out-weigh 
the Subject of it. 


Omni bonus Ferrarius ** in mortal Dyſente- 
ries of Children looks for a Spot behind the Ear; 
in conſumptive Diſeaſes ſome eye the Complexi- 
on of Moles; Cardan eagerly views the Nails, 
ſome the Lines of the Hand, rhe Thenar or 
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f In the Poet Dante his Diſeription. 
De morbis Puerorum. 
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= 24 | A LETTER o 1 
Muſcle of the Thumb; ſome are ſo curious as 
to obſerve the depth of the Throat- pit, how the 
Proportion varieth of the Small of the Legs un- 
to the Calf, or the compaſs of the Neck unto the 
Circumference of the Head : but all theſe, with 
many more, w ere fo drown'd in a mortal Vi- 
ſage, and laſt Face of Hippocrates, that a weak 
Phyfiognomiſt might ſay at firſt Eye, This Was 
1 aà Face of Earth, and that Morta * had ſet her 
| hard Seal upon his Temples, eaſily perceiving 

what Caricatura + Draughts Death makes up- 
on pined Faces, and unto what an unknown 
degree a Man may live back ward. 
| __ Tro* the Beard be only made a Diſtinction 
of Sex, and Sign of maſculine Heat by Ulnas, 
= the Precocity and early Growth thereof in 
him, was not to be liked in referenceunto long 

Life. Lewis, that ' virtuous but unfortunate 
King of Hungary, who loſt his Life at the Bat- 
tle oF Mohacs, was faid to be born without a 
Skin, to have bearded at fifteen'|}, and to have 
Thewn fome grey Hairs about twenty; from 

whence the Diviners conjectur'd, that he would 


7 


many Temples early gray have out-liv'd the 
Pfalmiſt's Period . Hairs which have moſt a- 
5 morta, the Deity of Death or Fa e ee 
When Men's, Faces are drawn with Reſemblance to 
ſome other Animals, the Italians call it, to be drawn in 
Caricatura. „„ oo OE NT + 
fl Ulmus de uſu barbs humumæ. anno TY} act? 251 4 + 
1 1 * The Lite of a Man is threeſcore and te. 
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| a FRIEND, He. 
muſed me have not been in the Face or Head, 
but on the Back, and not in Men but Children, 
as I long ago obſerved in that Endemial Diſtem- 
per of little Children in Languedocꝶ, call'd the 


 Morgellons , wherein they critically break 


out with harſh Hairs on their Backs, which 
takes off the unquiet Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, 


and delivers them from Coughs and Convulſions. 


THE Egyptian Mummies that I have ſeen, 
have had their Mouths open, and ſomewhat 


gaping, which affordeth a good Opportunity to 


view and obſerve their Teeth, wherein tis not 
eaſie to find any wanting ordecay'd; and there- 


fore in Egypt, where one Man practiſed but one 
Operation, or the Diſeaſes but of ſingle Parts, 


it muſt needs be a barren Profeſſion to confine 


unto that of drawing of Teeth, and little bet- 


ter than to have been Tooth- dra wer unto King 


Pyrrhus *, who had but two in his Head. 


How the Bannyans of India maintain the In- 


tegrity of thoſe Parts, I find not particularly 
obſerved; who notwithſtanding have an Ad- 


vantage of their Preſervation by abſtaining from 


all Fleſh, and employing their Teeth in ſuch 
Food unto which they may ſeem at firſt fra- 


med, from their Figure and Conformation : 
but ſharp and corroding Rheums had ſo early 


mouldred thoſe Rocks and hardeſt parts of his 


T See Picotus de Rheumatiſma. 


His upper and lower Jaw being ſolid, and witho 
ſtinct Rows of Teeth. ISL 
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36 ALILTTE R to 
Fabrick, that a Man might well conceive that 
his Years were never like todouble or twice tell 
over his Teeth*. Corruption had dealt more 
ſeverely with them than ſepulchral Fires and 
ſmart Flames with thoſe of burnt Bodies of old; 
for in the burnt Fragments of Urnes which I have 
enquired into, altho? T ſeem to find few Inciſors 
or Shearers, yet the Dog Teeth and Grinders do 
notably reſiſt thoſe Fires, „„ 
Ix the Years of his Childhood he had lan- 
guiſh'd under the Diſeaſe of his Country, the 
Rickets; after which notwithſtanding many 
have been become ſtrong and active Men; but 
whether any have attain'd unto very great 
Years, the Diſeaſe is ſcarce ſo old as to afford 
good Obſervation. Whether the Children of 
the Erghfh Plantations be ſubject unto the ſame 
Infirmity, may be worth the Obſerving. Whe- 
ther Lameneſs and Halting do ſtill encreaſe a- 
mong the Inhabitants of Rovigzo in Iſtria, I 
know not; yet ſcarce twenty Years ago Mon- 
ſieur au Loyr obſerved, that a third part of that 
People halted : but too certain it is, that the 
Rickets encreaſeth among us ; the Small-Pox 
grows more pernicious than the Great: the 
King's Purſe knows that the King's Evil grows 
more common. Quartan Agues are become no 
Strangers in Ireland; more common and mor- 
tal in England: and tho' the Ancients gave 
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* Twice tell oyer his Teeth, never live to threeſcore 


Years. 
Eo 


that 


Fo 3 pages. < 9 "IO 28 
* 3 wr * © 43, 8 - 2 1 
"YR 2 "IM mY 
ow be, 3 e um 
* 3 A 2 
3 * 8 - 
8 2 N 
* 2 
9 


1 


« FRIEND, Oc. 37 
that Diſeaſe very good Words, yet no that 
Bell makes no ſtrange ſound which rings out for 
the Effects thereof. = 9 
Son think there were few Conſumptions 
in the Old World, when Men lived much up- 
on Milk; and that the ancient Inhabitants of 
this Iſland were leſs troubled with Coughs 
when they went naked, and ſlept in Caves and 
Woods, = Men now ein Chambers and Fea- 
ther-beds. Plato will tell us, that there was 
no ſuch Diſeaſe as a Catarrh in Homer's time, 
and that it was but new in Greece in his Age. 
Polydore Virgil delivereth that Pleuriſies were 
rare in England, who lived but in the Days of 
Henry the Eighth. Some will allow no Diſea- 


ſes to be new, others think that many old ones 


are ceaſed: and that ſuch which are eſteemꝰd 
new, will have but their time: However, the 
Mercy of God hath ſcatter'd the great Heap of 
Diſeaſes, and not loaded any one Country with 
all: ſome may be new in one Country which 


have been old in another. New Diſcoveries of 


the Earth diſcover ne Diſeaſes: for beſides the 
common Swarm, there are endemial and local 
Infirmities proper unto certain Regions, which 
in the whole Earth make no ſmall Number : 


and if eAfia, eAfrica, and eAmerica ſnould bring 


in their Lift, Pandoras Box would ſwell, and 
there muſt be a ſtrange Pathology. FE 
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238 ALIT TER 70 
Mos r Men expected to find a conſumed Kell, 
empty and bladder. like Guts, livid and i mar- 


bled Lungs, and a vither'd Pericardium in this 


exuccous Corps: but ſome ſeemed too much to 
wonder that two Lobes of his Lungs adher'd 
unto his Side ; for the like I had often found in 
Bodies of no ſuſpected Conſumptions or difficulty 
of Reſpiration. And the fame more often hap. 
peneth in Men than other Animals; and ſome 
think in Women than in Men; but the moſt 
remarkable I have met with, was in a Man, 
after a Cough of almoſt fifty Years, in whom 
all the Lobes adhered unto the Pleura , and 
each Lobe unto another; who having alſo 
been much troubled with the Gout, brake the 
Rule of Cardan , and died of the Stone in the 
Bladder. eAriſtotle makes a Query, Why ſome 
Animals cough, as Man; ſome not, as Oxen. 
If Coughing be taken as it conſiſteth of a natu- 
ral and voluntary motion, including Expecto- 
ration and ſpitting out, it may be as proper un. 
to Man as bleeding at the Noſe; otherwiſe 


We find that be eee and rural Writers have 


not left ſo many Medicines in vain againſt the 
Coughs of Cattel; and Men who periſh by 
Coughs die the Death of Sheep, Cats and Li- 
ons: and tho? Birds have no Midriff, yet we 
meet with divers Remedies in Arrianus againſt 


—_— 
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* Cardan in his Encomium ; Podagræ reckoneth this a- 


mong the Dona Podagræ, that they are deliver'd th ereby 
from the Pthyſis and Stone in the Bladder. 


the ; 


yet in oviparous Quadrupeds: and in, the great- 


4 Pxtuwp, && a» 

the Coughs of Hawks. And tho? it might be 
thought that all Animals who have Lyngs de 
cough ;. yet in cetaceous Fiſhes, who have large 
and ſtrong Lungs, the fame 1s not obſerved; nor 


eſt thereot, the Crocodile, altho We read much 
of their Tears, e find nothing of that Motion. 
Fxox the Thoughts of Sleep, when the Soul 
was conceived neareſt unto Divinity, the An- 
cients. erected an Art of Divination, wherein 
While they too MEN expatiated in looſe and 
inconſequent Conjectures, Hippocrates + wile- 
ly conſidered Dreams as they preſaged Altera- 
tions in the Body, and fo afforded hints to- 
ward the Preſervation of Health, and prever- 
tion of Diſeaſes: ; and therein was ſo ſerious as 
to adviſe Alteration of Diet, Exerciſe, Sweat- 
ing, Bathing and Vomiting ; and alſo ſo reli- 
gious, as to order Prayers and Supplications 
unto reſpective Deities, in good Dreams unto 
Sol, Jupiter caleſits, Jupiter opulentus, Minerua, 
Mercur ius and eApollo ; in bad unto Tellus and 
the Heroes. 1 1775 
Ap therefore I could not but take notic 
how his Female Friends were irrationally eu- 
rious ſo ſtrictly to examine his Dreams, and in 
this low State to hope for the Fantaſms of 
Health. He was now paſt the healthful Dreams 
of the Sun, Moon and Stars, in their Clarity 
and proper Courſes. Tas too late to dream 
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=_—_ FLATTER 
of Flying, of Limpid Fountains, ſmooth Wa. 
ters, white Veſtments, and fruitful green 
Trees, which are the Viſions of healthful 
Sleeps, and at good Diſtance from the Grave. 
Ano they were alſo too deeply dejected that he 
ſhould dream of his dead Friends, inconſequently 
divining, that he would not be long from them; 
for ſtrange it was not that he ſhould ſometimes 
dream of the dead, whoſe Thoughts run always 
upon Death; beſide, to dream of the dead, ſo 
they appear not in dark Habits, and take no- 
thing away from us, in Hippocrates his Senſe 
was of good Signification : for we live by the 
dead, and every thing is or muſt be ſo before it 
becomes our Nouriſhment. And Cardan, who 
dream'd that he diſcourſed with his dead Fa- 
ther in the Moon, made thereof no mortal In. 
terpretation : and even to dream that we are 
dead, was no condemnable Fantaſm in old 
Onzirocriticiſm, as having a Signification of Li. 
berty, vacuity from Cares, Exemption and 
1 from Troubles unknown unto the 
. IST = 


= Some Dreams I confeſs may admit of eaſie 
| and feminine Expoſition ; he who dream'd that 
he could not ſee his right Shoulder, might eaſi- 
Iy fear to loſe the Sight of his right Eye ; he 
that before a Journey dream'd that his Feet 
were cut off, had a plain Warning nor to un- 
dertake his intended Journey. But why to 
dream of Lettuce ſhould preſage ſome enſtung 
Diſeaſe, why to eat Figs ſhould ſignifie fooliſh 
Talk, why to eat Eggs great pp to 
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dream of Blindneſs ſhould be ſo highly com- 
mended, according to the Oxeirocriticul Verſes 
of eAftrampſychus and Nicephorus, T ſhall leave 


unto your Divination. ' 
HE was willing to q 
altogether, leaving no Earneſt behind him for 
Corruption or After- grave, having ſmall con- 
tent in that common Satisfact ion to ſurvive or 


live in another, but amply ſatisfied that his 


Diſeaſe ſhould die with himſelf, nor revive in 
a Poſterity to puzzle Phyſick, and make fad 
Memento's of their Parent hereditary. Leproſie 


awakes not ſometimes before forty, the Gout. 


and Stone often later; but conſumptive and ta- 


bid * Roots ſprout more early, and at the fair- 


eſt make ſeventeen Vears of our Life doubtful 


before that Age. They that enter the World 


with original Diſeaſes as well as Sin, have not 


only common Mortality but ſick Traductions 


to deſtroy them, make commonly ſhort Cour- 


ſes, and live not at length but in Figures; ſo 
that a ſound Cæſarean + Nativity may out-laſt 


a natural Birth, and a Knife may ſometimes 


make Way for a more laſting Fruit than a 
Midwife ; which makes ſo few Infants now. 
able to endure the old Teſt of the River **, 
and many to have feeble Children who could 
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* Tahes maxime contingunt ab anno decimo oftavo ad tri- 
N uintum, Hippoc | 
14 


ound Child cut out of the Body of the Mother. 


« 


* Natos ad flumina primum deferimus ſævogue gelu dura- 
mus & undis. : | 
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42 A LETTER to. 5 N 
ſcarce have been married at Sparta, and thoſe 
provident States who ſtudied ſtrong and health · 
ful Generations; which happen but contin- 
gently in mere pecuniary Matches, or Marria- 
ges made by the Candle, wherein notwith- 
ſtanding there is little redreſs to be hoped from 
an Aſtrologer or a Lawyer, and a good diſcern- 
ing Phyſician were like to prove the moſt ſuc- 
j E | celsful Counſellor. TOE HG Sons; £1.91 
Julius Scaliger, who ina ſleepleſs Fit of the 
1 Gout could make two hundred Verſes in a 
1 Night, would have but five “ plain Words 
upon his Tomb. And this ſerious Perſon, tho? 
no minor Wit, left the Poetry of his Epitaph un- 
to others; either unwilling to commend him- 
” elf; or to be judg'd by a Diſt ich, and perhaps 
*n conſidering how unhappy great Poets have been 
in verſify ing their own Epitaphs: - wherein 
Petrarcha, Dante, and eArioſto, have ſo un- 
bappily failed, that if their Tombs ſhould out- 
jaſt their Works, Poſterity would find fo little 
1 of Apollo on them, as to miſtake them for Ci 
JJ » oo bs HT ps 
In this deliberate and creeping Progreſs unto 
the Grave, he was ſomewhat too young, and 
of too noble a Mind, to fall upon that ſtupid 
Symptom obſervable in divers Perſons near 
their Journey's End, and which may be rec- 
| kon'd among the mortal Symptoms of their taft 
Diſeaſe; that is, to become more narrow mind- 
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a FRIEND, Vo. 43 
ed, miſerable and tenacious, unready to part | 

with any thing, when they are ready to part 

with all, and afraid to want when they have 
no Time to ſpend; mean while Phyſicians,who 
know that many are mad but in a ſingle depra- 
ved Imagination, and one prevalent Decipien- 
ey; and that beſide and out of ſuch ſingle Deli. 

riums a Man may meet with ſober Actions and 
good Senſe in Bedlam; cannot but ſmile to ſee = 

; the Heirs and-concern'd Relations, gratulating 

themſelves in the ſober Departure of their 

Z Friends; and tho? they behold ſuch mad cove- 

tous Paſſages, content to think they die in good 

- Underſtanding, and in their ſober Senſes. 

.  AVARICE, which is not only Infidelity but 

5 Idolatry, either from covetous Progeny or 

a queſtuary Education, had no Root in his Breaſt, 

1 who made good Works the Expreſſion of his 

- Faith, and was big with Defires unto publick 

- and laſting Charities; and ſurely where good 

e Wiſhes and charitable Intentions exceed Abilt 

- ties, Theorical Beneficency may be more than 

a Dream. They build not Caſtles in the Air 

who would build Churches on Earth; and 

tho? they leave no ſuch Structures here, may 

lay good Foundations in Heaven. In brief, 

R his Life and Death were ſuch, that I could not 

blame them who wiſhed the like, and almoſt 

to have been himſelf; almoſt, I fay ; for tho 

ve may wiſh the proſperous Appurtenances of 

— | others, or to be an other in his happy Accidents; 

5 yet ſo intrinſecal is every Man unto himſelf, 

that ſome doubt may be made, whether any 
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44 
would exchange his Being, or ſubſtantially be- 
,, note wor fff 

Hx had wiſely ſeen the World at home and 


abroad, and thereby obſerved under what va- 


riety Men are deluded in the purſuit of that 
which is not here to be found. And altho? he 
had no Opinion of reputed Felicities below, and 
apprehended Men widely out in the Eſtimate 
of ſuch Happineſs; yet his ſober Contempt of 
the World wrought no Democratiſin or Cyni- 


ciſm, no laughing or ſnarling at it, as well un- 


derſtanding there are not Felicities in this 
World ee a ſerious Mind; and the re- 
fore to ſoften the Stream of our Lives, we are 
fa in to take in the reputed Contentations of this 
World, to unite with the Crowd in their Bea- 
titudes,and to make ourſelves happy by Conſor- 
tion, Opinion, or Co-exiſtimation : for ſtrictly 


to ſeparate from received and cuſtomary Feli- 


Cities, and to confine unto the Rigor of Reali- 
ties, were to contract the Conſolation of our 
Beings unto too uncomfortable Circumſcriptions. 


Nor to fear Death, * nor deſire it, was 
Mort of his Reſolution: to be diſſolved, and be 


with Chriſt, was his dying Ditty. He con- 
ceived his Thred long, in no long courſe of 
Years, and when he had ſcarce out- Iiv'd the ſe- 


cond Lite of Lazargs + ; eſteeming it enough to 


K 8 ata. 
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Fe Summum nec metuas diem rec optes, - 


1 Whoupen lome Accounts, and Tradition, is faid to 
have lived 30 Years after he was raiſed by cur Saviour. Ba- 
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approach the Years of his Saviour, ho ſo order d 
his on human State, as not to be old upon Earth 
Bur to be content with Death may be better 
than to deſire it: a miſerable Life may make A 
us Wiſh for Death, but a virtuous one to reſt inn 
it; which is the Advantage of thoſe reſolved = 
Chriſtians, who looking on Death not only as 
the Sting, but the Period and End of Sin, the 
Horizon and Iſthmus between this Life and a 
better, and the Death of this World but as a 
Nativity of another, do contentedly ſubmit u 
to the common Neceſſity, and envy not Exoch 
or .. HA Dos ERS 
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factory State of thoſe which deſtroy themſelves ; H 
who being afraid to live, run blindly upon their 2 
own Death, which no Man fears by Experience: 
And the Stoicks had a notable Dottrine totake 
away the Fear thereof; that is, in ſuch Extre- 
mities, to deſire that which is nat to be avoid- 
ed, and with what might be feared; and fo 
made Evils voluntary, and to ſuit with their 
own Deſires, which took off the Terror of them. 
Bur the ancient Martyrs were not encoura- 
ged by ſuch Fallacies; who, tho they feared 
not Death, were afraid to be their own Exe- 


* 
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cutioners ; and therefore thought it more Wiſe 
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* In the Speech of Vulteius in Lucan, animating his Soul- 
diers in a great Struggle to kill one another. Decermte;Le- 
thum & metus omnis 00h, cupias quodcungue neceſſe eſt. All 
Fear is over do but reſolve to die, and make your Deſires 
meet Neeeſſrrtt..... 
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| * 
dom to erucify their Luſts than their Bodies, to 


12 Age, when moſt Men think they may beſt en- 


Oxen, backward, with great Struggling and Re- 


to come. T0 o live at the rate of the old World, 


| 4 State of this Age, is not like to 


LETTER 0 


circumciſe than ſtah their Hearts, and to mon 
ty chan kill thoinſolves, © 
His Willingneſs to leave this World about that 


joy it, tho? paradoxical unto wor rldly Harz Was 

not ſtrange unto mine, who have 4 often ob. 
ſerved, that many, tho! old, oft ſtick faſt unto 
the World, and ſeem to be drawn like Cacus 


luctancy unto the Grave. The long Habit of 
Living makes meer Men more hardly to part 
with ; #7 and All to be Nothing, but -what is 


when ſome could ſcarce remember themſelves 
young, may afford no better digeſted Death 
a more moderate Period. Many would 

have thought it an Happineſs to have had their 
Lot of Life in ſome notable Conjunctures of A- 
bat paſt; but the Uncertainty of future Time 
th . few to make a Part in Ages to 
And ſurely, he that hath taken the true 
Abitade of things, and rightly calculated the 


envy thoſe that ſhall live in the next, much leſs 


three or four hundred Years hence, when no 


Man can comfortably i imagine what Face this 
World will carry; And therefore Dings an 
Age makes a Step unto the End of all things, an 

the Scripture affords ſo hard à Character of the 
laſt Times; quiet Minds will be content with 
their Generations, and rather bleſs Ages. paſt 
Fran be ambitious of thoſe to come. 
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Tuo, Age had ſet no Seal upon his Face, vet 
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to be pleferr d before finning Immertalig, 
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L Paragon, without Flaw, Hair, Ice, or Cloue 
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in him: which affords me an Hint to proceed 


In'theſs good Wiſhes, and few Memento's un. 


r „ . 
Tx EAD ſoftly and circumſpectly in this fu- 
nambulous Track, and narrow Path of Good- 
neſs: Purſue Virtue virtuouſſy; be ſober and 
temperate, not to preſerve your Body in a ſuff- 
ciency to wanton Ends; not to ſpare your Purſe; 
not to be free from the Infamy of common 
Tranſgreſſors that Fa and thereby to ballance 
or pallate obſcure and cloſer Vices; nor ſimply 
to enjoy Health: By all which you may lea ven 
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good Actions, and render Virtues diſputable : 
but in one Word, that you may truly ſerve God; 
which every Sickneſs will tell you, you cannot 
well do without Health. The ſick Man's Sa- 
crifice is but a lame Oblation. Pious Treaſures 
laid up in healthful Days, excuſe the Defe& of 
Mick - Non-performances ; without which we 
"muſt needs look back with Anxiety upon the loſt 
Opportunities of Health; and may have cauſe ra- 
ther to envy than pity the Ends of penitent Ma- 
1 lefactors, who go with clear Parts unto the 
1 laſt Act of their Lives; and in the Integrity of 
18 their Faculties return their Spirit unto God that 
= © Conspes whereabout thou art in Cebes his 
is Table, or that old philoſophical Pinax of the Life 
3 of Man; whether thou art ſtill in the Road of 
18 Uncertainties ; whether thou haſt yet entred 
1% the narrow Gate, got up the Hill and aſperous 
I Way which leadeth unto the Houſe of Sanity, 
38% 1. HE | | Or 
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the Eaſt. 
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Manillia, wherein thou may'ſt tye up the Rud- 


der, and ſleep before the Wind; but expect 


rough Seas, Flaws, and contrary Blaſts; and 
tis well if by many croſs Tacks and Veerings 


thou arriveſt at thy Port. Sit not don in the 


popular Seats, and common Level of Virtues, 
but endeavour to make them Heroical. Offer 
not only Peace- Offerings but Holocauſts unto 


God. To ſerve him ſingly to ſerve. our ſelves, 
were too partial a Piece of Piety, nor likely to 
place us in the higheſt Manſions of Glory. 


- Hz that is chaſte and continent, not to impair 
his Strength, or terrified: by Contagion, wall 


hardly be heroically virtuous. Adjourn not that 


Virtue unto thoſe Years when Cato could lend 


out his Wife, and impotent Satyrs write Satyrs 
againſt Luſt: but be chaſte in thy flaming Days, 
When Alexander dared not, truſt his Eyes upon 


the fair Daughters of Darius, and when ſo ma- 


ny Men think there is no other Way but Origen sf. 
BE charitable before Wealth makes thee co- 

vetous, and loſe not the Glory of the Mitre. If 
Riches increaſe, let thy Mind hold Pace with *" 
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TS Through the Pacifick Sea, with a conſtant Gale from 
+ Whois ſaid to have caſtrated himſelf. _ : 
*. 


: a FRIE N D, .. 49 
or taken that purifying Potion from the Hand 
of ſincere Erudition, Which may ſend the clear 
and pure away unto a virtuous and happy Life. 
Ix this virtuous Voyage let not Diſappoint- 
ment cauſe Deſpondency, nor Difficulty Deſpair; 
Think not that you are failing from Lima * to 
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on Uſe in Folly. 
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them; and think it not fe to be liberal, but 
munificent. 'Tho? a Cup o 5 i 
ſome hand may not be without its Reward; 


cold Water from 


yet ftick not thou for Wine and Oyl for the 


Wounds of the diſtreſſed: and treat the poor as 


Txusæ not to the Omnipotency of Gold, or 
fay unto it, Thou art my Confidence: kiſs not 
thy Hand when thou beholdeſt that terreſtrial 


our Saviour did the Multitude, to the Relicks of 


Slave unto: Mammon makes no Servant unto. 


God: Covetouſneſs cracks the Sinews, of Faith, 
numbs the Apprehenſion of any thing above 


Senſe, and only affected with the Certainty of 


Things prefent, makes a Peradventure of things 
to come; lives but unto one World, nor hopes 
hut feafs another; makes our own Death ſweet 
unto others, bitter unto our ſelves; gives a dry 
Funeral, Scenical Mourning, and no wet Eyes 


I Avarice be thy Vice, yet make it not 
thy Puniſhment : Miſerable Men commiſerate 
not themſelves, bowelleſs unto themſelves, and 


mercileſs unto their ownBowels.Let the Fruition 


of things bleſs the Poſſeſſion of them, and take 
no Satisfaction in dying but living rich: for 
fince thy good Works, not thy Goods, will fol- 
low thee ; ſince Riches are an Appurtenance of 
Life, and no dead Man is rich, to famiſh in 
Plenty, and live poorly to die rich, were a mul- 
tiplying Improvement in Madneſs, and Uſe up- 
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y, are but pale in Goodneſs, and 


ture in thee. And fince few or none prove emi- 


nently vertuous but from - Jome advantageous 
Foundations in their /Temper, and natural In- 


what Nature bids thee to be, or tells thee What 
thou may*fbe. They who thus timely defcend 


into themſelves, cultivating: the good Seeds 
which Nature hath fat io them, and improving 


their prevalent Inclinations to Perfection, he- 
come not Shrubs, but Cedars in their Genera» 
tion; and to be in the form of the beſt of the 
Bad, or the worſt of the Good, will be no Sa- 
tisfact ion unto the. trot 2 
Lex not the Law of thy Country be the 207 


ultra of thy Honeſty, nor think that always good 


enough which the Law will make good. Nar- 


row not the Law of Charity, Equity, Mereys 


joyn Goſpel Righteouſneſs with Legal Right; ve 


i 


not a meer Gamaliel in the Faith; but let t 
Sermon in the Mount be thy Targum unto tue 
Jay gf Sinai. 1 120 960 mns 
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MAxE not the Conſequences of Vertue the 
Ends thereof: be not beneficent for a Name or 


Cymbal of Applauſe, nor exact and punctual in 


Commerce, for the Advantages of Truſt and 
Credit which attend the Reputation of juſt and 
true Dealing; for ſuch Rewards, tho? unſought 


for, plain Vertue will bring with her, whom 


all Men honour, tho? they purſue not. To have 
other bye Ends in good Actions, ſowers lauda- 
ble Performances, which muſt have deeper 
Roots, Motions, and Inſtigations, to give them 
the Stamp of Vertues.' Py YEN 


CEE Tao? human Infirmity may betray thy "IO? | 


leſs Days into the popular Ways of Extravagancy, 
yet letnot thine own Depravivity, or the Torrent 
? 23 * ; . : | . ? 
of vicious Times, ee ee into deſperate E- 
nor mit ies in Opinions, Manners, or Actions: if 
thou haſt dip'd thy Foot in the River, yet ven- 
ture not over Rubicon; run not into Extremi- 
ties from hence there is no Regreſſion, nor 


be ever ſo cloſely ſnut up within the Holds of 


Vice and Iniquity, as not to find ſome Eſcape by 
RNecipiſeen eg. 
Ov not thy Humility unto Humiliation by 
Adyverſity, but look humbly down in that State 
when others look upward upon thee: be pa- 
tient in the Age of Pride and Days of Will and 
Impatiency, when Men live but by Intervals of 
Reaſon,under the Sovereignty of Humor and Paſ- 
ſion, hen tis in the Power of every one to trans- 
form thee out of thy ſelf, and put thee into the 
ſhort Madneſs, If you cannot imitate Fob, yet 
9 e come 
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eome not ſhort-of Socrates *, and thoſe patient 
Pagans, who tir'd the Tongues of their Enemies 
while they perceiv?d they ſpet their Malice at 
brazen: Walls and Statue. 
LeT.'Age, not Envy, draw Wrinkles, on thy 
Cheeks : be content to be envied, but envy not: 
Emulation may be plauſible, and Indignation 
allowable ; but admit no Treaty with that Paſ 
fon which no Circumſtance can make good. & 
Diſplacency at the Good of others, becauſe they 
enjoy it, altho* we do not want it, is an abſurd 
Depravity, ſticking faſt unto human Nature 
I from its primitive Corruption; hich he that 9 
I can well ſubdue, were a Chriſtian of the firſt © 
„ IE Magnitude, and for ought I kngw, may have 3 
tone Foot already in Heaven. 41 2 71% reer £4. ity Y 
- | War x thou fo hotly diſclaim'ſt the Devil, 
if be not guilty of Diaboliſm; fall not into one 
Name with that unclean Spirit, nor act his Na- 
j. ture whom thou ſo much abhorreſt ; that is, to 
r accuſe, calumniate, backbite, whiſper, detract; 
for ſiniſtrouſly interpret others; degenerous De- 
y pravities and narrow- minded Y ices, not only 
| below S. Paul's noble Chriſtian, but eAri/totle's +. 
y true Gentleman. Truſt not with ſome, that 
te ff the Epiſtle of S. James is Apocryphal, and {a 
1» read with leſs Fear that Stabbing Truth, that 
d in company with this Vice thy Religion is in 
of PN vain. Moſes broke the Tables without break. 
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mg of che Law; but where Charity is halte the 
IA it ſelf is ſhatter'd, which cannot be whole 


without Love, that is the fulfifling of it. Look 


humbly upon thy Vertues, and tho? thou art rich 


in ſome, yet think thy ſelf poor and naked, with- 
out that crowning Grace, which thinketh no 
Evil, which envieth not, which bearerh, be- 
leveth, hopeth, endureth all things. With 
theſe ſure Graces, while buſie Tongues are cry- 
ing out for a Drop of cold Water, Mutes may 

ppineſs, and ſing the Triſagium & in 
Luer not the Sun in Capricorn go down upon 
thy Wrath, but write thy Weongs in Water: 
draw the Curtain of Night upon Injuries; ſhut 
them up in the Tower of Oblivion , and let them 
be as tho? they had not been. Forgive thine 
Enemies totally, and without any Reſerve of 
Hope, that however, God will revenge thee. 
Bs ſubſtantially great in thy ſelf, and more 
than thou appeareſt unto others; and let the 
World be deceived in thee, as they are in the 
Lights of Heaven. Hang early Plummets upon 
the Heels of Pride, and let Ambition ha ve hut 
an Epicyche or narrow Circuit in thee. Mea- 


4 
2 = 4 5 1 8 a 8 p 2 6 2 

— 2 6 GP 9 

« ; - : - * 7 2 2 — I gy — — = — 8 
F 4 4 * 2 4 * * 9 * " N z 

* 8 4 2 ; : s "8 A 1 x if : * 1 
* 
# 


nw > OH STS pho oth. 

J Even when the Days are ſhorteſt ; alluding to the 
Tower of Oblivion mention'd by Procopius, which was the 
Name of a Tower of Impriſonment among the Perſians : 
whoſoever was put therein he was as it were buried alive, 


by 


and it was Dcath for any but to name it, 
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fure nor thy ſelf by thy Morning Shadow, but 
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but not without thee: Lead thine on Captivity 


the Examine well thy complexional Inclinations. 
tive, fr vwönnnmn nnn ANTI F.. 
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Laiſe early Batteries againſt thoſe ſtrong Holds 
built upon the Rock of Nature, and make this 
a great Part of the Militia of thy Life. The 
rr” Nature of Vice muſt be oppos'd by Po- 
icy, and therefore wiſer Honeſties project and 
plot aga inſt Sin; wherein notwithſtanding! we 
are not to reſt in Generals, or the trite Strata- 
gems of Art: that may ſucceed with one Tem- 
per which may prove ſucceſsleſs with another. 
There is no Community or Common-wealth of 
Virtue; every Man muſt ſtudy his own Oecono- 
my, and ere& theſe Rules unto the Figure of 
Po ins Modan nM an 
© LasTLy, If Length of Days be thy Portion, 
make it not thy Expectation: Reckon not upon 


© 


* 


long Life, but live a eee thy Account. 


He that ſo often ſurviveth his Expectation, lives 
many Lives, and will hardly complain of the 
Shortneſs of his Days. Time paſt is gone like a 
Shadow; make Times to come preſent; con- 
ceive that near which may be far off; approxi- 
mate thy laſt Times by preſent Apprehenſions of 
them: Live like a Neighbour unto Death, and 
think there is but little to come. And ſince 
there is ſomething in us that muſt ſtill live on, 
join both Lives together; unite them in thy 
Thoughts and Actions, and live in one but for 
the other. He who thus ordereth the Purpoſes 
of this Life, ill never be far from the next, and 
is in ſome manner already in it, by an happy 


Conformity, and cloſe Apprehenſion of it. 
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